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Time-honored wisdom 
advises, “Don’t judge each 
day by the harvest you reap, 
but by the seeds that you 
plant.” With harvest 2022 
upon us, your cooperative 

has been planting seeds, so to speak, 
all spring and summer so harvest runs 
efficiently this fall. 

• We’ve been busy moving grain so 
AgFirst’s storage facilities have room for 
your corn and soybeans. 

• The new inbound scale is done at our 
Aurora location. We’re almost done 
remodeling the scale house, as well. 

• The new 1.3-million-bushel grain bin 
at Aurora will be operational by early 
October this fall. 

• Due to rising energy costs, we’ll 
increase our drying charge about 1 
penny per point of moisture. 

• Stay on top of fuel supplies in your fuel 
barrels. Supplies could be tight this 
fall and winter. Check out Will Davis’s 
article on page 4 for more details. 

• It appears that fall fertilizer will be less 
expensive than buying it next spring. 
Contact your AgFirst agronomist for 
details. 

It will be interesting to see how the crops 
yield this fall. The northern part of our 
trade territory looked better than the 
southern region by early September, 
since the north tended to get more 
timely rains in July and August this year.

Bring on Harvest 2022
By Dan Forey - General Manager

All of us hope you have a safe, 
productive harvest. Thank you for being 
part of AgFirst. 

LOCATIONS
Aurora  Agronomy
605.693.5548

Aurora  Elevator
605.693.3304

Feed  Store,  Aurora
605.693.6216

Toronto  Elevator
605.794.2231

Volga  Service  Station
605.627.9401

KRIS WARNE NAMED 
AGFIRST’S NEXT GENERAL 
MANAGER 
After Dan Forey announced that he 
plans to retire at the end of 2022, 
the AgFirst board began the search 
for your cooperative’s next general 
manager. After considering a wide 
array of candidates, we decided the 
best fit was Kris Warne. 

Kris started working at AgFirst in mid-
March 2020 and became a grain 
originator for the co-op in early 2021. 
Kris grew up on a farm near De Smet, 
South Dakota, and earned his ag 
business degree with a minor in ag 
economics from South Dakota State 
University (SDSU) in 2011. 

Kris has been working with Dan to 
learn more about managing the co-
op before Dan retires. We’re excited 
that homegrown talent will be leading 
AgFirst into the future. Watch for more 
details about this major transition for 
AgFirst in the weeks ahead.

New 1.3-million-bushel grain bin at Aurora

NEED PROPANE? 
FILL YOUR TANK IN 
AURORA 
We’re excited that AgFirst’s 
propane shed is done! We 
are now filling propane tanks 
in Aurora. Contact us at 605-
693-6216 for more details.



Exports Create Opportunity 

The war in Ukraine will also impact 
export markets and will probably have 
a long tail. The majority of corn from 
Ukraine goes to China. Since the war 
has disrupted supply chains, a lot of 
that grain will probably be sourced from 
South America. That means buyers that 
usually source grain from South America 
will have to source their grain elsewhere, 
including America. 

I hope you have a safe, productive 
harvest. If you have any grain marketing 
questions, call me at 605-693-5548, or 
email me at krisw@agfirstfarmers.com. 
Thanks for choosing to do business with 
AgFirst. 

Rains were spotty this summer 
in many parts of AgFirst’s 
trade territory, but we’re still 
in better shape overall now 
than we were this time last 
time. Now it’s time to see 

how well these crops will yield. 

While it’s easy to think that the corn 
and soybeans you harvest this fall end 
up in the bins on your farm or the grain 
elevator, that’s often just the first leg of a 
big journey for grain that is exported. 

With more than 95% of the world’s 
consumers living outside the United 
States, global markets offer tremendous 
growth opportunities for U.S. agriculture. It 
looks like we’ll have strong markets going 
forward this fall and winter for corn and 
soybeans. 

It’s likely that the export markets will be 
front-loaded like they were last year. 
China wants fresh grain, so this bodes 
well for U.S. grain exports this fall. 

By Kris Warne - Grain Originator   
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A RETIREMENT 
AND A NEW 
HIRE IN OUR 
AGRONOMY 
TEAM 
Many of you have 
worked with Gary 
Patrick, one of AgFirst’s 
agronomists. Gary will be 
retiring at the end of this 
year after a successful, 
40+-year career of service 
to the co-op. 

We’ve hired Lane 
Langbehn to fill this role. 
Lane is currently working 
with Gary to learn the 
ropes and meet AgFirst 
customers. We are 
excited to have Lane 
on our team, and we’d 
like to thank Gary for all 
his years of dedicated 
service. He’s been a 
great asset to AgFirst and 
has helped us provide 
solid, trusted agronomic 
advice to local farmers. 
We wish you all the best, 
Gary! 

NEED TIRES?
When you need tires for 
your tractor, semi-truck, 
or passenger vehicles, we 
can help. AgFirst carries 
all the major tire brands, 
plus we have two tire 
specialists here at the 
Volga station, including 
Luiz Flores and Joe Boyd. 
Contact the station at 
605-627-9401 for details. 

In a world of price inflation, it 
appears that fall fertilizer will 
be a good value this year, 
plus supplies look good. Talk 
to your AgFirst agronomist 
to make a plan now for your 

fertilizer needs for the 2023 crop. 

As harvest 2022 gets underway, let’s take 
the lessons we’ve learned this year to 
make smart decisions when selecting 
corn hybrids and soybean varieties for 
your 2023 crop. We saw a lot of northern 
corn rootworm beetles this year. These 
insect pests can cause a lot of trouble, 
due to extended diapause. This means a 
portion of northern corn rootworm eggs 
are capable of remaining dormant in the 
soil through two winters and one growing 
season before hatching in the second 
season.

Both corn rootworm larvae and adults 
can damage corn plants. Newly-
hatched larvae feed primarily on root 

hairs and outer root tissue. As larvae 
grow, they burrow into the roots to feed. 
This restricts the plants’ ability to take in 
water and nutrients, which can cause 
lodging and reduce yields. We saw 
pockets of lodging issues in our trade 
territory this summer. 

As you choose seed for your 2023 crop, 
consider SmartStax® technology for 
rootworm control. Also, don’t wait too 
long to place your seed order, if you 
want the best selection. 

We’re here for you

If you have any seed or agronomy 
questions, don’t hesitate to contact your 
AgFirst agronomist, or reach out to me 
(605-693-5548, chetd@agfirstfarmers.
com). We appreciate your business and 
hope you have a safe harvest. 

Plan for Fall Fertilizer, 
Rootworm Control
By Chet Delbridge - Agronomy Manager
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Got Cows and Cornstalks? 
Try New AgFirst RPM + Drive
By Trish Erickson - Beef Sales Consultant

NEED A VFD? 
If you need a product that’s a 
prescription or requires a veterinary 
feed directive (VFD), give us a call at 
605-693-6216. We can get that taken 
care of with a quick farm visit from 
Dr. Naasz with Livestock Vision.
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Attention Sheep 
Producers!
Big Gain has reformulated and 
re-introduced the “Parker Pellet,” 
which will replace the grower and 
finisher supplements. This gives you 
the convenience of feeding one 
product through each production 
stage. 

Stop in to see the tag, or give us 
a call (605-693-6216), we’ll set 
up a time to have a Big Gain 
representative to ride with AgFirst’s 
Trish Erickson to your place to discuss 
how the Parker Pellet can fit into your 
sheep operation.

When it comes to cattle production, better digestion 
means healthier cows. If you have cattle on high-
roughage diets, pasture or corn stalks, we have a new 
product you should try. 

AgFirst RPM (Roughage Performance Manager) + Drive is 
an AgFirst-formulated product that offers: 

• Slow release, non-
protein nitrogen 
meal. This helps 
the rumen digest 
forages efficiently 
and thoroughly. 

• Greater productivity 
potential. Designed 
for beef cattle on 
high-roughage 
diets, pasture or 
corn stalks, AgFirst 
RPM + Drive lets 
cattle consume more forage and extract more energy. This leads to 
higher productivity, which drives profitability. 

Focus on digestibility 

AgFirst RPM + Drive is formulated with Cattleman’s Edge Drive, which 

is all about digestibility. This unique product: 

• Supports feed digestion and nutrient absorption through a healthy 
rumen and lower gut

• Enhances immune system function to better help animals overcome 
stress

• Optimizes your animals’ growth and performance

How does it do all this? It contains six strains of live bacteria and five 
enzymes to support:

• Lactate-to-propionate conversion

• Microbial pathogen inhibitors

• Helpful enzyme production

• Starch and fiber digestion

• Beneficial bacteria in the rumen and lower gastrointestinal (GI) tract

We believe in the Drive product so much that we’re having it 
formulated into all of our AgFirst branded products. It’s a powerful, 
simple way to support feed efficiency, boost immune function and 
promote healthy gain. 

How to order 

Call us (605-693-6216) to order AgFirst RPM + Drive, along with your 
vaccine and animal-health needs. We’ll have your order drop 
shipped directly to your place.

Thanks for choosing to do business with AgFirst. We appreciate the 
opportunity to serve you. 

FOR THE EQUINE ENTHUSIAST: 
TRY BLUEBONNET FEED, 
SUPPLEMENTS  
AgFirst is now a dealer for Bluebonnet 
horse feed and supplements. 
Bluebonnet offers advanced nutrition 
without compromises. Currently we 
are floor stocking Pro Care® (a low-
starch feed supplement with beet 
pulp to support a healthy digestive 
tract) and Omega Force® (a nutrient-
dense feed formulated for horses in 
training). 

We also stock Bluebonnet’s Tech-
Master complete mineral for beef 
and dairy cattle, goats and deer. This 
is a power-packed, highly fortified, 
weatherized supplement. Stop by, or 
give us a call (605-693-6216) for more 
details.



There’s no doubt that expensive diesel fuel is a challenge, 
but there’s been some talk that diesel supplies could be 
tight, especially as harvest 2022 gets underway. Fortunately, 
I’ve never been denied diesel when I’ve placed orders for 
AgFirst. 

Any disruption to the fuel distribution system, from the war in Ukraine to 
a hurricane, can rock the supply chain, though. Also, America’s diesel 
exports have been soaring. Europe has been buying more U.S. diesel 
as the continent tries to wean itself from Russian energy supplies. Latin 
America has also boosted imports, in part to replace lost volumes from 
Europe. 

Rest assured that we’re paying attention to energy supplies. We’re doing 
our best to plan ahead so you have the fuel you need, when you need 
it. If you have any energy-related questions, contact me at 605-690-8443. 

PO Box 199
Aurora, SD 57002

PRICE LATER CHARGES
FALL 2022

CORN
THE CHARGE FOR PRICE LATER CORN WILL BE:

FREE UNTIL FEBRUARY 28TH, 2023 

MARCH 1ST UNTIL SEPTEMBER 29TH, OR WHEN GRAIN IS 
SOLD, THE CHARGES WILL BE PRORATED BY THE DAY TO 
EQUAL $.04 PER MONTH. 

SEPTEMBER 29TH 2023 IS THE END DATE.

SOYBEANS
THE CHARGE FOR PRICE LATER SOYBEANS WILL BE:

FREE UNTIL FEBRUARY 28TH, 2023 

MARCH 1ST UNTIL SEPTEMBER 29TH, OR WHEN GRAIN IS 
SOLD, THE CHARGES WILL BE PRORATED BY THE DAY TO 
EQUAL $.05 PER MONTH. 

SEPTEMBER 29TH 2023 IS THE END DATE.

PLEASE NOTE WE MIGHT HAVE A LIMIT ON 
BUSHELS TO BE RECEIVED IN PRICE LATER.

Keep an Eye on Energy Supplies
By Will Davis - Fuel Salesman

PAY-AT-THE-PUMP 
AVAILABLE IN VOLGA
We’ve upgraded our four fuel pumps 
at our station in Volga (104 Kasan 
Ave.) so you can pay with a credit 
card at the pump. Choose from a 
variety of gasoline options, along 
with diesel. 

We also have a skilled team 
here in Volga to help keep your 
vehicles running. The team includes 
Jason Dearduff and Jake Nielsen, 
mechanics; Joe Boyd and Luiz Flores, 
tire specialists; Doug Stufen, fuel 
delivery driver; and Jessey Brech, 
office. We’re also glad that Brad 
Mitchell, the former Volga service 
station manager, is back. He retired 
from his full-time role with AgFirst in 
2021, but he’s working part-time at 
the service station and is a huge 
help. 

DEF Hauler = Efficiency 
By Will Davis - Fuel Salesman

Did you know we carry diesel exhaust fluid (DEF) in bulk? I recently turned 
an enclosed trailer into a DEF hauler, so we can pump 300 to 400 gallons. 
Before this, we could only handle 160 gallons in a pickup tote. 

Call me at 605-690-8443 to order DEF in bulk and have it delivered to your 
farm. I appreciate your business. 


